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VALUE OF SEAGRASS 

Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife

Other Benefits:

ÅA vital part of the marine ecosystem seagrasses 

provide food, habitat, and nursery areas for 70% 

of recreationally and commercially important 

species of fish, crabs and shrimp species 

ÅStabilizing the sea bottom

ÅProviding food and habitat for other marine 

organisms

ÅMaintaining water quality

ÅSupporting local economies

Seagrasses are submerged flowering plants found in shallow marine waters. 

Because they use sunlight for photosynthesis, seagrasses require clear water 

to survive, making them a biological indicator of successful water quality 

practices. 
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ECONOMIC VALUE OF 
NATURAL RESOUCES

Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife

Primary economic driver: TOURISM 

CHNEP commissioned study on 
economic impacts from 

Á tourism and resident spending 
related to natural resources,

Áproperty value impacts, and 

Á fiscal and economic contribution 
from restoration activities 

to provide a better understanding of 
economic activity tied to restoration, 
conservation and management activities 
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