
An Opportunity to Protect  
and Enhance Cape Coral’s  
Aquatic Environment 
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Cape Coral’s 
Canalwatch 

Volunteer Program 

Sponsored by the City of Cape Coral 
Environmental Resources Section 

P.O. Box 150027 
Cape Coral, FL  33915-0027 

(239) 574-0785 

Photo by Jeanette Chupack, site 74B C 
analwatch is a proactive compo-
nent of the City’s canal manage-
ment effort. Program goals are to:  

• educate local homeowners  
about water quality issues;  

• open up communication between 
citizens and water managers;  

• increase residents’ sense of own-
ership of our common resources.   

Each month, volunteers collect water 
samples and record environmental data 
throughout the City.  Then they bring the 
samples and data to the Cape Coral   
water quality laboratory for analysis.  
This volunteer monitoring process pro-
vides information about canal dynamics 
throughout the City, enabling better 
management of our waters. 

Canalwatch bottles lined up 
for distribution. 



C 
ape Coral’s 400-mile canal system 
is a definitive feature of the City 
and one of its most vital economic 

assets.  Canals offer residents waterfront 
living and recreation.  They also protect 
our homes from floods, enhance prop-
erty values, supply irrigation water, and 
attract wildlife to our City. Cape Coral’s 
citizens recognize the canal system’s im-
pact on their quality of life and are highly 
protective of the area’s aquatic assets.  
This protective attitude is our canal net-
work’s first line of defense against pollu-
tion, as calls from alert residents are of-
ten the first indication of a canal-related 
problem.  Our citizens’ concern for their 
canals led to the formation of the Cape 
Coral Canalwatch Volunteer program in 
1995. 

T 
he Canalwatch program offers 
volunteers many opportunities to 
broaden their awareness of local 

ecosystems, meet like-minded people, 
and participate in community activities 
that benefit the environment. The hands-
on skills developed through sampling and 
data collection enhance volunteers’ un-
derstanding of the science behind water 
quality. Data can be used to detect cy-
cles and trends within the canal system.   
 
The Canal Current, our quarterly news-
letter, presents the results of sample 
analyses, informs volunteers of upcom-
ing environmental events, and discusses 
natural phenomena that affect Cape 
Coral residents. Newsletter readers, in-
cluding non-volunteers, are then better 
able to observe and react to issues that 
involve water quality.  
 
For many volunteers, knowledge leads to 
action: they install drought-tolerant land-
scapes, use responsible fertilization and 
pest control methods, and enhance habi-
tat using shoreline plantings or rip-rap. 

Photo by Nancy Patti, site 55B 

Shoreline plantings create an 
attractive waterfront. 

The presence of wildlife, such as 
these turtles,  is one of the at-
tractions of canalfront living. 

T 
he Canalwatch program sub-
scribes to the strength-in-
numbers philosophy.  Additional 

volunteers are always welcome to join 
this cooperative effort.  If you would like 
to become a Canalwatch volunteer or 
receive the quarterly Canal Current 
newsletter, please call our office or mail 
in the attached Volunteer Registration 
Form.  Volunteers who wish to collect 
monthly samples will receive an initial 
training and sampling supplies.  If you 
have any questions concerning Canal-
watch or Cape Coral’s aquatic resources, 
please call Cape Coral’s Environmental 
Resources Section at  574-0785. 

Volunteer Carey 
Parks uses a   
secchi disk to 
measure water 

clarity. 

Photo by Ruth Parks, site 26D 


